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Part 1. THE SHARING OF PREOCCUPATIONS AND EXPERIENCES.   
 
In this part of the Listening Post participants were invited to identify, 
contribute, and explore their experience in their various social roles, be 
those in work, unemployed, or retired; as members of religious, political, 
neighbourhood or voluntary or leisure organisations, or as members of 
families and communities. This part was largely concerned with what 
might be called, ‘the stuff of people’s everyday lives’, that relating to 
the ‘socio’ or ‘external’ world of participants. 
 
The participants were asked to share and contribute their thoughts on 
the year that just went by, and how have they received the New Year.  
 
The most predominant thoughts ran in most minds is the changing 
politics that the country is in the midst of. The country has witnessed 
one surprise in the form of the Chief Minister of the capital state and is 
anticipating how the upcoming Elections to decide a new Prime 
Minister would fare. 
 
A participant started to share how a novice party has shown promise 
to act for a cause that deeply runs most things in the country and is 
time that something be done about it- corruption. While another 
added that how she feels like doing justice to someone’s effort by 
working at the individual level and hence contributing to the larger 
cause of anti-corruption. This can be shown in as simple as a thing like 
paying the compete bus-fare and getting a ticket. Another participant 
shared how, though, it gets difficult to go through small rubs and it 
usually crops from a fear of a bigger mess cropping up. A participant 
shared her experience of belonging to a political party and how she 
has seen the social security issues that has to be faced.  
 
From corruption and personal discomforts came the topic of dearer 
commodities and something as basic and important as education 
becoming more and more expensive by the day. What was discussed 
here was how most people face the social pressure of sending their 
children into the most renowned educational institutes, which would 
invariable be the most expensive one as well, but how different is the 
end product of these institutes compared to the others. After doing so 
much for the child, the question arises if we have raised them in a good 



way. Would they even give the basic respect? If these things, that 
matter do not get inculcated, then is it not better to send to just a 
modest school, was rhetorically asked. 
 
The loopholes that educational intake systems have and the 
reservation system that prevails, was then the next logical topic that 
came up. Reservations in jobs and the security of government jobs 
were then brought up. It was discussed how government jobs are 
preferred by some since its complacency suits them, having no 
continuous internal assessment or test.  
 
Talking about government, a participant shared her disappointment 
and anger how it always focuses only on few important states, and 
completely ignores similar pressing issues that might occur in other 
states as well, like those of Assam and Manipur. As an example, the 
state division on Andhra Pradesh is much talked about and discussed, 
but hardly anything is said about a similar issue that the Gorkha 
community is fighting for in the North-East region of the country. Media, 
following the trail of the government and in the want of their TRP’s, 
concern themselves and cover issues in this biased manner.  
 
A participant pondered aloud that all the reservations and the policy 
that has been brought up somewhere has the caste issue behind it and 
that India still has caste system seeped in many fibres of the society 
and its concerns seem to crop up in various forms. Having spoken 
about the policy system, participants got into a discussion of how the 
policy system which was build kept in mind the logic of equality, but 
that was decades ago. With the ever changing face of our country 
and new discoveries about its own self, the policies have to be 
renewed to do justice to current scenarios. 
 
What was then brought out was how in the light of political changes 
we happen to forget something that happened just few months back, 
but concerned many of us, but probably only in a passive way- the 
Supreme Court ruling if the criminalization of Gay/Lesbian sex, the 
much talked about Section 377 of IPC. One participant expressed how 
she thinks that it would not change few things of one-to-one 
engagement, but how sad it is that one part of a natural community 
would have to live in non-acceptance of the legal system, though on a 
positive note, the society seemed to be more accepting of the 
community than before.  
 
What was also touched upon was the society’s prejudice with fair 
complexion and this kind of bias that continues to be fed and acted 
upon. Overall, it seemed to end with the sad feeling that the group 
shared about few societal bias and discrimination that one encounters 
in today’s India, be it on the paper and set as rule, or unsaid and 
attitudes that are passed on without a logical basis. 



Part 2.   IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR THEMES 
 
In Part Two, the aim was collectively to identify the major themes 
emerging from Part One. From several presented these have been 
drawn together under the following interrelated themes: 
 
• Change in Indian Politics 
• Caste System and its seeping effects 
• Social Pressure 
• Corruption 
• Expense in education 
• Media Influence and its selective focus 
• Policies and need for change in them 
• Acceptance/rejection of homosexuality 
• Burden of middle class 
• Affecting discriminating 
 
Part 3.   ANALYSIS AND HYPOTHESIS FORMATION 
 
In this part of the Listening Post the members were working with the 
information resulting from Parts 1 & 2, with a view to collectively 
identifying the underlying dynamics both conscious and unconscious 
that may be predominant at the time; and, developing hypotheses as 
to why they might be occurring at that moment. Here the members 
were working more with what might be called their ‘psycho’ or 
‘internal’ world. Their collective ideas and ways of thinking that both 
determine how they perceive the external realities and shape their 
actions towards them.  
 
All the topics, being interconnected or one leading to the other, tough 
call it was to pattern themes into hypotheses. Here, the participants 
openly wondered what is that works at the deepest layer of the social 
system, us equally being a part, which seeps into or influences specific 
areas. Here, the information from the previous two parts was discussed, 
to group them into common hypotheses. 
 
1. Sceptically hopeful about a change in politics - Trial and error 

mode 
 Having witnessed corruption deep seated in the working of major 

and minor systems like education, jobs, and daily lives, the 
awareness of what is happening can only be positive, but with a 
mix of scepticism, having lived with it and futile attempts to 
change being unpromising. Hence, the current political scenario 
has set the stage. Unsure of what is to come in the following 
crucial months, society is ready to try out the new, even if untried 
previously. So there is hope, in spite of the little tug of scepticism. 

 
2. Double standards of media and society 



 Hypocrisy is now noticeable, in the form of fight for a change, yet 
concerning only with themselves, in the smaller systems, be it the 
individuals, or the media. And hence, complacency is noticed to 
fight the small battles that one would need to go through to see 
through a larger aimed good. Expecting that the society would or 
should change without going through a little personal drill is 
having different standard for action and expectation. 

 
3. All section of the society reinforcing social pressure 
 
 Having those said double standards, and wanting to live in the 

already existing comfort zone, we give in to the unsaid and 
unnoticed societal demands which might be the cause of the ills. 
Hence, only strengthening and reinforcing those attitudes which 
we might want to dilute and eventually change.  
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