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PCCA CONFERENCE 2020

Partners in Confronting
Collective Atrocities

REGISTRATION TO THE 2020
CONFERENCE IS OPEN
27th August – 31st August
WALLS - OPEN, CLOSED, SLIDING?
EUROPE AND OUR WORLD TODAY

An Experiential Working Conference
in the Series: The Past in The Present
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE NUMBER OF PLACES ARE LIMITED,
BE SURE TO SECURE YOUR PLACE

The European Union was built in the shadow of the Holocaust and in the aftermath
of war to avoid a repetition of the horrors of the past.

WAS THE IDEA OF CREATING UNITY OUT OF DIVERSITY
A REALISTIC ASPIRATION OR AN IDEALISED DREAM?
Today dark clouds are gathering across the continent, and the union thus conceived
seems to be at risk, fuelled by:
·
·
·
·

The influx of migrants from Africa and the Middle East
The tensions and the complex situation in the Middle East
The threat of terrorist attack
Financial instability a growing gap between very rich élites and the very poor
(‘the people’)
· Growing alarm, alongside denial, over climate change, spawning a culture of
intergenerational blame
All of this seems to produce on-going tension and cycles of inter-group strife,
hatred and violence. The call to narrow, exclusive national/regional identities,
once confined to the margins, grows louder and now yields electoral success.
Old enmities are being invoked to drive nationalist populism, in Europe there is Brexit
and, across the rest of the continent, the rise of  far right parties in Germany, France,
Italy, the Netherlands, Hungary, Poland, etc.

HOW DO WE TO MAKE SENSE OF, AND ORIENTATE
OURSELVES TO, THIS SITUATION?
This conference will create a space in which issues and questions like these can
be considered in depth. It is a 4-day residential, experiential event which will use
an adapted form of the Group Relations method in order to allow participants to
supplement their views on these matters with observations of what goes on beneath
the surface, including their own emotional experience and dynamics that emerge
within and between groups, and in this way to deepen our understanding of whether,
and if so to what extent the current situation in Europe and in our world today may
also involve a repetition of the past.
This Conference is directed by Louisa Diana Brunner

READ MORE AND REGISTER
Conference website http://pcca2020.org
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