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Part 1. THE SHARING OF PREOCCUPATIONS AND EXPERIENCES.   

In this part of the Listening Post participants were invited to identify, 
contribute, and explore their experience in their various social roles, be 
those in work, unemployed, or retired; as members of religious, political, 
neighbourhood or voluntary or leisure organisations, or as members of 
families and communities. This part was largely concerned with what 
might be called, ‘the stuff of people’s everyday lives’, that relating to 
the ‘socio’ or ‘external’ world of participants. 

The group was composed by 11 people and the convenor. Five of 
them were female and six were male. The age range was roughly 45-
65. Professional background: marketing (2), organizational consultancy 
(2), mental health, psychotherapy and/or psychoanalysis (5), a lawyer 
and a financial consultant. The discussion went on according to the 
established schedule. The emotional atmosphere was somewhat 
depressed and sometimes conflictual, but talkative and cooperative 
up to the end of the meeting. 

The first two interventions concerned worries about the future and were 
mainly centered around ecological considerations. The social and 
parental responsibilities were the major items that influenced the 
emotional stimmung of the group.  Uncertainty, puzzlement and 
incapacity to produce constructive actions were frequently 
mentioned. On the other hand, part of the group manifested sympathy 
for apocalyptically shaped ideas and already established ‘big 
discourses’ (prevalence of technologically oriented tendencies and 
absence of the human capacity to slow down the rush towards an 
ever increasing consumerism). Another part of the group opposed this 
trend, underlined the social biases implied in the too depressive 
attitudes (understood as nostalgia of past privileges) and focused on 
the difference between the already packed-up conceptions and the 
observable realities. One of the last interventions helped the group to 
understand its reaction to the prevailing social discourses as boredom: 
post-modern ideologies are too weak and politically hesitant; flexible 
and easy going but intellectually disappointing. 

Part 2.   IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR THEMES 

In Part Two, the aim was collectively to identify the major themes 



emerging from Part One. From several presented these have been 
drawn together under the following interrelated themes: 

During the second step, the group worked in three subgroups and 
produced three brief series  of items. Two clusters of themes were 
recognized. The first was quickly individuated and described; the 
second required some more time to emerge. 

THEME 1: boredom, responsibilities and lack of action 

The group is looking for strong considerations, issues and ideas and 
finds them in the ecological worries: the patent conflict between the 
limitation of natural resources on the one hand, and the collective 
habits of excessive consumption on the other. And yet, this clear and 
seemingly sound discourse is perceived as too easy, boring and 
individualistic. Collective responsibilities remain there and have to be 
tackled in different and more useful ways. What does it originate this 
lack of effective actions? 

THEME 2: corruption, impotence and desperation 

Corruption is discussed and described as a problem which manifests 
itself at different level. The macro-social corruption  is the most 
commonly recognized: the mafias, the political malaffare, the great 
violations of laws and rules. Besides this, though, the group is worried by 
the widespread and daily small corruption: the micro-corruption of the 
little and inapparent disregard of the rules which constitute the 
common ground of social life. The links between the 
personal/individual dimension and the social/groupal dimension are 
perceived as too weak and fragile. 

Part 3.   ANALYSIS AND HYPOTHESIS FORMATION 

In this part of the Listening Post the members were working with the 
information resulting from Parts 1 & 2, with a view to collectively 
identifying the underlying dynamics both conscious and unconscious 
that may be predominant at the time; and, developing hypotheses as 
to why they might be occurring at that moment. Here the members 
were working more with what might be called their ‘psycho’ or 
‘internal’ world. Their collective ideas and ways of thinking that both 
determine how they perceive the external realities and shape their 
actions towards them.  

Analysis theme 1 

In part 3, the group discusses the boredom as an emerging theme-
and-emotion and explores the possible relationships with the themes 
responsibility and lack of action. The lack of action is so relevant that 
the group speaks of collective irresponsibility: the lack of action is 
related to a lack of social and collective responsibility.  The boredom is 



also seen as a variety of hidden corruption: the corruption of thinking. 
Another thought discussed is the boredom as a common experience 
during adolescence: the adolescent becomes bored when she/he 
doesn’t appreciate her/his inner resources and faces life with an 
excessive and unelaborated amount of resignation/desperation. An 
hypothesis which elicits manifestations of consensus links boredom to 
anger and aggressiveness. Boredom is seen as a culturally 
apprehended reaction to problems perceived as ununderstandable or 
too controversial. On the other hand, aggressiveness is seen as a 
natural component of the struggles between generations: the 
boredom is therefore a defensive reaction and facilitates the 
avoidance harsh familial and social confrontations. Drug consumption 
and toxicophilic attitudes are seen as manifestations of this emotional 
impasse. 

Hypothesis 1. 

Boredom is a common emotion that comes from a lack of recognition 
of other and much more vital emotions: anger, resentment, social 
indignation. Boredom is the result of perceived inefficacy of every 
discourse and each possible analysis (frustration of any effort). It is also 
a diffused model of social behaviour and an inner reaction which 
produces effects of passivization and pacification. The cultural meal 
we receive is very rich, but the dishes are too many and somewhat 
futile and the ingredients arrive on the table when they are still frozen: 
too quickly put off the refrigerator. There is a lack of creative chewing 
of received thoughts. The images that come to the group mind are 
sequences of François Truffaut’s movie inspired by Ray Bradbury’s novel 
Farenheit 451. Post-modern fire burns too many books and the group 
misses the sober light of true insights. 

Analysis theme 2 

The group is interested in small corruption: the daily perversion of 
thinking which makes possible to tolerate (or to ignore) logical and 
ethical contradictions. The example that elicits the group thinking is the 
lack of reactions (o the great difficulties in reacting) to the common 
refusal to give the receipt to the client. Corruption is also the corruption 
of the body (the damages produced by the absence of gravity in the 
astronauts). The individual corrupted behaviour is understood as a 
consequence of social desperation. I don’t give you the receipt, and I 
therefore escape the fiscal system, because I hope to survive. There is a 
vicious cycle between social dysfunction and individual small 
corruption. Within this frame of mind, legality is tantamount to a luxury. 

Hypothesis 2. 

Historical reasons make the country culture prone to particularism. The 
search for individual or small group (or familial) solutions is changed 



and to the avoidance of big (and perceived as too abstract and 
irrealistic) civil duties has become more diffused. The new corruption is 
a new mentality. The old familism and particularism are substituted by a 
new desperate Hobbesian struggle of the individual against her/his 
social responsibilities. Nowadays, not even the corruption is what it used 
to be.  
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