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Part 1. THE SHARING OF PREOCCUPATIONS AND EXPERIENCES.   

In this part of the Listening Post participants were invited to identify, 
contribute, and explore their experience in their various social roles, be 
those in work, unemployed, or retired; as members of religious, political, 
neighbourhood or voluntary or leisure organisations, or as members of 
families and communities. This part was largely concerned with what 
might be called, ‘the stuff of people’s everyday lives’, that relating to 
the ‘socio’ or ‘external’ world of participants. 

Part 2.   IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR THEMES 

In Part 2 the aim was to collectively identify the major themes emerging 
from Part 1. From several presented these have been drawn together 
under the following three interrelated themes: 

Theme 1: The reforms in education and health, problems during 
transition and the emotions triggered by transition: 

Doctors and feelings of “insignificance, being used up, unimportance”: 

The first speaker mentioned the discomfort caused by the change in 
health system and stressed the effect of media on this. The reflection of 
doctors in media is like “Sir Doctor”. The participants expressed that this 
kind of attitude carries a trivialisation, humiliation, cornering towards 
the practitioners of that profession. There said to be some negative 
approach towards those that work independently. People say that 
they are seen as not working in hospital, and advising patients to visit 
their private surgeries to earn more money. Most of the doctors believe 
that the work they do is being trivialized and their prestige has 
diminished. “It is really annoying that people, the patients see doctors 
as a piece of good they own. Doctors feel as if they are not a part of 
the society.” 

Education and ‘insecurity, paranoia, division’: 

Following a participant’s comments on his visit to a school, various 
participant’s have shared their experiences that the changes in 
education system created insecurity, the changes made in education 
policies created the feeling that they were done with a top-down 
approach from education ministry rather than a participative 



approach. The psychological environment of education institutions 
reflects a circumstance where nobody trusts the other, people from 
different points of view do not listen to the other, any criticism on 
education policy is interpreted as a critique on the government and 
the air is filled with indifference.  

The differentiation between educated and uneducated; the 
“marginalisation(otherization), exclusion, enslavement, trivialisation’ 
towards educated people: 

“This is a war on educated person. The final changes on education 
policies has been a punishment on educated people” said one of the 
participants. The people have been enslaved as far as they have had 
education. What happened as we studied in universities? We have a 
lot of trainings to become slaves. We have turned into slaves that work 
to make the boss happy. Everything is done as the boss wishes.” “You 
cannot put what you have learned into practice; it has to be all as the 
boss wishes it to be. Is it the same for the uneducated? They say ‘We 
can rule as long as we earn lots of money, and if we cannot, we have 
nothing to lose’.” What are we doing? We train for years and earn little 
money when we graduate. We cannot even get a job. What does all 
that training get you? Nothing. A huge emptiness. They normalised 
through making the abnormal. 

The elimination of ideals; the education systems effect of 
“standardisation of people”, its aim to create memorizing people, 
rather than interpreting people: 

“We used to have professional ideals, none of these ideals exist today. 
There is a systematic enslavement during last 10 years.” “My sons 
teacher has called me for an incident that happened once. She told 
of an incident and my son has asked a question regarding that 
incident. The teacher has reached to the conclusion that there is a 
problem with my son, based on his question. I was really surprised when 
his teacher told this to me. The education system does not want 
individuals that interpret the information they have learned; it wants 
only the people that listen, memorize, enter and exit exams. It wants to 
eliminate diversity. Some people train their kids at home. People can 
have a successful professional life as well without being a part of the 
formal education system. Sometimes I consider teaching my kid away 
from the formal education system as well. But I am not sure if he can 
make it in this environment. 

The transformation of kids into “objects”, into “a thing” in the eyes of 
the parents: 

Another personal experience shared on education system: “I mostly 
feel like an alien in this environment. I participated into a parent 
meeting. I realised that no one refers to their kid with his name, none 



sees their child. The parents have given up on their kids. Most of the 
parents compete with the other. One day my son asked me: “mommy, 
why don’t you send me to private courses for exams? Don’t we have 
money? ” I was shocked. He was externalized by his classmates as he 
didn’t go to a private course for exams.’’ 

Theme 2: Me/ The other; Islam/Turkish Islam, Heterodox Islam/ 
Christianity, Judaism; East/West; State/People; Turks/Non-Turks; 
Ottoman Empire/Turkey; Individual/System:  

“I am oriental/eastern. I am Muslim. Islam does not match with the 
conception of Islam in Turkey. There is constitutional Islam in Turkey, but 
not the Islam itself. They think on how to control religion. In the East (East 
of Turkey) there are madrassas for education and they do not rely on 
the institutions of government. The Head of Religious Affairs has moved 
away from true religion in order to create the religion they want. There 
is Turkism in the founding ideology of Turkey. And Islam is the structure 
that supports, protects it. We are a country governed by wrong values. 
You cannot have a straight building on crooked foundation.” 

“Marginalisation/otherization has moved so much to fascism in our 
country. We have problems dating for more than 30 years. East of 
Turkey was ahead of its west. West does not know about East, but the 
East knows the West. The system has created its own model. The 
educated ones have been trained and enslaved, and the ones that 
does not want to be slaves, that struggled have been sent to prisons. 
The ignorant ones with their greed and anger; the educated ones with 
their submission and silence took revenge from each other and 
themselves. Destroying their selves and the others”. 

Intercultural dialogue movement and moderate İslam, Christianity, 
Judaism; Longing for Traditional Islam (madrassas); ‘the usage of Islam 
in USA-Middle East relations’: 

“Fethullah Gülen (religious community leader) is a missioner for 
moderate Islam. For me, these are experiments to Christianize Islam. 
Islamism is changing shape. I don’t believe in Religion. I believe in the 
unconscious, not Islam. There is a new understanding for religion, 
prophet. Christianity wants to spread out. Gezi Movement, has 
changed things. It has disrupted this mission. Parties do not matter, so 
does the religion.” 

“We see that Gulen (religious community leader) is working 
internationally for Christians and Jews in the name of Islam, in the name 
of intercultural dialogue. But Nursi (another religious community leader) 
was not so, he has reflected whatever he has felt. He was trained in 
madrassas. And this education can be completed in 33 years, unlike 
today’s religious education. What Gulen wanted to accomplish was 
something like a Jewish lobby.”  



“I was in Iraq in 2009. My friends there has told me that this Gulen’s 
community was there for 10 years. America is supposed to have 
supported them to be there. Where ever USA is, the Gulen Community 
is there as well. On one side you are a Turk, you love your country, and 
you are even an Ottomanist; on the other hand, you will be a member 
of an international organisation, working with Jews and Christians. 
That’s not possible. Every kind of racism is forbidden in Islam. Only 
positive nationalism is accepted.” 

Ataturk and the official ideology of the government; Facism / 
Nationalism: 

“Ataturk is the killer for one side and the hero for the other side. And for 
us, he is just the hero of the other side. Man of the one-party. He has 
eliminated the diversity. But those times have past. Once we feared to 
say that we are Kurds and we feared to use our own language, but 
now we can freely express these. For my belief, everyone exist with 
ones own colour. In Quran it says: “We have created you as separate 
tribes”.  

While these thought were being shared, one of the participants has 
burst out: “The Ottomans, Sekjuks and Turkey has never been racist. 
Today’s rhetoric didn’t existed in those times. These concepts have 
been created after the 1980s. It is not possible to accept these 
allegations and attacks on Ataturk. There are not just Kurds in Turkey; 
there are people from 72 nations. Everyone can use their own 
language within this country but there is a single official language, 
which is Turkish. Do not personalize history, please.” 

Another participant: “The system didn’t abuse just Kurds. It has 
maltreated the leftists, Turkish Nationalists as well. Kurds have been 
tricked with religion. With republic, the love of Ataturk has directed this 
country. There is a certain role model for citizens that the system wants. 
As long as you deviate from that model, it has to be dealt with; be it 
leftist, rightist, nationalist, Kurd or Turk.’’ 

The acceptance of homogen marriages, the unacceptance of 
heterogeneous marriages from different religion and ethnicity; East- 
Coloured- Anti Capitalist / West-Colourless-Capitalist: 

“There are not many mixed marriages between Turk and Kurd families. 
Also not many between Alevis ( heterodox İslam) and Sunnis.” 

“I am Eastern. The colourless ones live in Turkey’s West. There are 
people that Turkey has transformed, capitalised in Turkey’s West. They 
do not exist in the East.” 

“It was not possible to say Kurd in the past. It is a good thing that we 
can talk about it now. The difference between East and West is the 



difference in perception. There are some improvements since we have 
entered the peace process. There is a huge difference between being 
the one that lives on the East and the one that watches it from a 
distance. The media distorts it all.” 

Theme 3: Corruption, loss of trust, the opposition to authority, the 
division in society, the politicization of daily life: 

The relation between immorality and power; the prevalence of feelings 
of being used up, worthlessness, loss of trust in justice: 

The LP continued with the recent developments in our country and the 
participants’ reflections on the developments as a consequence of 
these events. Some of the participants: “The society has been divided 
into those support the government and those that do not. Our people 
are opportunist. Most of the things are profit and chair driven. People 
change direction just to reach a level, gain a position.” 

“Immorality has emerged in recent years. Immorality survives at the side 
of the powerful. In recent cases of bribery; one side is favoured, not the 
justice. People say “if you were the minister; you would steal as well”. It 
is awkward that most of the people say this. It is as if this is a normal 
thing. There was a writing in Twitter: “That man is working and eating. 
You work as well and you will be entitled to eat as well.” I am 
astonished most of the time.” 

“In the past everyone supported the oppressed, now they all go with 
the strong. Everyone is longing for luxury, earning without paying much 
effort. They go on with their life as porters, not caring for anybody. No 
reaction, no belief, no values. There is something strange.” 

Part 3.   ANALYSIS AND HYPOTHESIS FORMATION 

In this part of the Listening Post the members were working with the 
information resulting from Parts 1 & 2, with a view to collectively 
identifying the underlying dynamics both conscious and unconscious 
that may be predominant at the time; and, developing hypotheses as 
to why they might be occurring at that moment. Here the members 
were working more with what might be called their ‘psycho’ or 
‘internal’ world. Their collective ideas and ways of thinking that both 
determine how they perceive the external realities and shape their 
actions towards them.  

Analysis and Hypothesis 1. Reforms: transformation or trans-formation 

The fast and continuous changes in the education system has led to 
the feeling that people are helpless, they are clueless about where 
they are heading, they lost the sense of direction, and they do not 
have control over their own lives. It has been observed that in terms of 
value, it doesn’t matter whether one is educated or not; and due to 



the problems people face on finding the job suitable for their talents 
they feel incompetent, they start blaming other factors, they have trust 
issues and they are hopeless. Rather than taking the responsibility for 
the existing situation, the blame it on others or the system. If that 
doesn’t work, we blame it on the God, he would do the right thing for 
us. Instead of asking others for help, we take shelter on ourselves 
mostly. We try to be with friends that we know for a long time and we 
trust. 

Having an education that is independent of “values”, causes the 
members of society to feel helpless, disappointed and angry; which 
makes it hard for people to get in contact with their human side. 

Analysis and Hypothesis 2. The Other in Me: Life under-standing 

The outstanding developments in 2013 were Gezi protests, the 
corruption investigations that we witnessed towards the end of the year 
and the massacre in Syria. The conversations in workplaces, media, in 
the streets, within families and friends mostly revolved around these 
topics. We have faced that in its many faces, yet for the first time after 
many time feel as if we have awaken from a dream. The attitude of 
politicians that provoke the discrimination in society, their applications 
that focus on ethnical and religious separations; the media which 
needs to be with the people and at an equal distance to all parts of 
the society that decided to take place with the strong and become a 
side in conflicts; the attempts to destroy the public trust on many 
institutions like the police force, justice department, education, 
healthcare, military, media,etc. Has brought us, the citizens, to an 
unbearable point and forced us to say “Aaaaa... Enough... Enough 
already...” It was the first time that we objected to the various 
definitions and descriptions imposed upon us by the media, the 
government and families and said “Enough, I have a word to say, I exist 
as well...” and the fear of death has become insignificant for the first 
time. It was more meaningful to be in the streets as individuals aware of 
the fact that they are dying than being the living dead. The Gezi 
protests have shown that we can be people that gather around the 
values that make one a human being, create a meaning, cooperate 
as citizens, as young people despite the dictatorial, authoritarian 
attitude of politicians. It was about being an individual that can take 
the responsibility and resist rather than leaving the duty on his shoulders 
to the God or to the system.  Being a part of that was a reflection of 
the craving for life, the struggle for being alive. It was like struggling to 
live despite all the death around us. It was a sign of the gratitude to 
God for the life he has given us. It was an effort to breath even if we 
were stuck in the middle of not being able to change anything, the 
fear we have of being left without oxygen. A rebellion against 
hopelessness. The maturity to understand that the real fear is not the 
fear of death but the fear of not being able to live. Gezi protest was 
such an effort to breathe. 



We feel positioned in an environment with such sharp distinctions as 
Kurd-Turk, Alevi-Sunni, Religious-Secular. We try to protect ourselves by 
keeping away from politics, social life and TV. Most of the time we 
prefer social environments away from political discussions. 

You can see Syrian refugees in every street in Turkey. They have fled the 
war and try to earn money by begging. They remind us of the Syria it 
used to be. Now they have neither history nor past. Everywhere smells 
of blood, we see bombs falling off to our borders. Everything becomes 
pointless, worthless in a place with so much death. You cannot be sure 
what will happen to you tomorrow, anything can happen. It can be 
you someday. We have continuously lived death. We dream away 
occasionally of good things but it doesn’t last long. We do not have 
dreams anymore. 

Participants have shared these as a response to the frequently 
changing agenda of the country: ‘’We do not know what to trust. 
Being too neutral started to be annoying; we were apolitical and all of 
a sudden we feel compelled to take a political stance. We do not 
know where to go and what for to go there. Who will we hold on to? 
Who will we trust? Despair, borderlessness and desolation.’’  ‘’I do not 
read the news anymore. I lost my trust in the media. It is all mixed up. 
We do not know who is right and who is wrong, there are no colours. 
We can’t choose. It is chaos. ‘The waters don’t get still without blurring 
first’.We will wait and see.’’ 

Note: We had problems about compliance to the agenda of the study. 
Some participants made last minute calls and informed that they 
cannot participate. We had problems to keep the agenda and time 
boundaries; our reminders on the aim of every chapter was reported as 
an authoritarian, interventionist and limiting approach. When we asked 
the reasons for some participants‘ lack of contribution to the discussion 
got the response: ‘We have elders with more experience here. We 
didn’t want to interrupt their words“. They have also said that they 
assumed the study will be led by an instructor, expert and they will be 
more like listeners and that’s why they assumed the role of a listener 
rather than a lecturer.  
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