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The context of this paper is the current fiscal crisis. The paper traces the origins of
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financial organisations - areas that I am certainly not qualified to comment on. It

)

the crisis not so much to the economic detail of Govemment policy or the nature of
seeks, rather, to explore the parennial conflicts, dlfferenUy weighted and freighted
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over the centuries between man as an individual and man as a social animal. How
can the future of the social fabric be best assured? How can societies, collectively
and individually, foster genuine growth and development? What can a

Publicstlons

)

:1
"'\
~

)
)

)

::>
)
)

)

J

J
)

;;
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psychoanalytic and aesthetic understanding of the nature of human development
bring to bear on such massive quandaries? A close reading of Shakespeare's The

Merchant of Venice offers some interesting perspectives on such matters.
The chapter addresses one of the main themes of the play - it Is that of seWknowtedge, of links In K of a kind which have to take account of, and integrate,

some of the most infantile and destructive aspects of the personality in order to
Dovelopm.nt of th.
Porsonality. 2"', extended establish any basis for a social and political future which Is founded on principles
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